Focal Plane
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Peter’s pick of the month

Della O'Malley

Calendar for April 2004
7 Executive Commiteae MTG Host : Elleen Eastham
Judges : Joseph Thomas, NJFC
Judy Helderman
Ben Venezio
21 Program (P-5) “The Power of Digital Imagery” Florence Robin
28 Ridgewood Showcase Chick Chakarian

14 NJFCC Spring Nature Slide Competition

Workshops

16 Using Digital lmaging Vinnie Kempf, George Garbeck
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FLORIDA ADVENTURE showed us his back. Wewent to
an area where pelicans and
wood storks nest. We were to
go out on a boat to get close to
theidand they nested on, but it
was too cold and the water was
too choppy. We were able to
get some shots on the dock. Al-
most every day late in the af-
ternoon we went to an eagle's
nest hoping to get a shot of the
papa eagle delivering dinner to
his family in great light. Unfor-
tunately, most days sunset
came before he did. One after-
noon he had already fed his
family before we arrived. We
had success aswell. We will see
how well we used those oppor -
tunitiesin future competitions.

Three AM, February 21,
2004!"" Who gets up at this un-
godly hour? Marianne Badala,
Marie Kelleher and | did, so we
could make the seven AM plane
to Fort Myers, Florida. OK. It's
just one morning. Fool! Fool!!
We were on our way to spend a
week trying to find some of those
great bird pictures. Our tour
leader, John Cang who intro-
duced usto Bob, a geologist from
California, the fourth member of
the tour, met us at the Fort
Myers airport. Off we went to
our Motel Six rooms.

John announced that the
following morning we would
leave the motel (after having
breakfast in our rooms) at 6:30
AM. Well OK, we know the birds

The great thing about
traveling with John wasthat he
knew where to find the birds

get up early. and when,
Little did we because of
realize that water lev-
6:30 AM would es and

other fac-
tors, there
wouldn’t
be many

be the latest we
would leave
our mote for
the rest of the

tour. Five to birds in
five thirty an area.
would be the regular “take off” He also

knew how to get to places with-
out wasting time. How did the
effort work out? Well, | have
“keeper” dlides of eighteen dif-
ferent kinds of birds. Are they
all competition slides? No, but
the first bird | put in got a six
(I'm entering it again) and the
“gator,” that was sort of a bo-
nus shot, scored an HM. The
judges will decide the fate of
the others. | know | had an ad-
venture and learned a great
deal while traveling with terri-
fic people at ungodly hours.

time. Each day we went search-
ing out the birds. We traveled in
a van, to Sanabel, to a couple of
rookeries, to Shark Valley, to
Mrs. Jones's front yard (an os
prey nest), to the front of a Li-
brary where the burrowing owls
live—wherever, the birds were
we were there rain or shine. At
Mrs. Jones's we sat in portable
chairs waiting for the daddy os-
prey to return hoping he would
be flying toward uswith fish din-
ner. Unfortunately, the wind was
from the wrong direction and he

Alice Gunther

We meet on the 2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday of the month at 8:00 pm
The Woman's Club of Wyckoff, 176 Wyckoff Ave. Wyckoff. NJ
Guests are always welcome at regular meetings

Foca Plane
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Do you manipulate?

Over the years we have discussed
manipulation of images. Sincethe
beginning of photography, pho-
togs have been changing what the
eye sees. When film was a glass
plate dipped in a solution of
chemicals and then brought into
a darkroom, a photographer had
the ability to alter reality. Is the
use of a lens or even the use of
different lens sizes a manipula-
tion? Isfilm, with itswide variety
of gpeeds, and saturations ma-
nipulation? With the use of
primitive lenses an early photog
can alter a foreground or back-
ground with the use of f-stops. He
has manipulated what the eye
and brain can process. Today
cameras can do many more ad-
justments and compensations
then ever before. | can easily say
any photog who has a modern
camera and knowledge of how to
use all the available functionsisa
manipulator.

Here's a list of questions for all
you. Do you use filters? Do you
use different lenses? Do you use
saturated films? Do you use a
wide-open lens to blur a back-
ground? Do you clean up a loca-
tion before you take the photo-
graph? If you answered yes to
any of these you are manipulat-
ing theimage.

Any photographer who thinks
cameras and computers should
be different entities, | suggest you
read about Ansel Adams. He de-
signed a technique called the
Zone System. Seventy years ago
or so thiswasasradical as Photo-
shop is today. If Ansel Adams
were alive today he would be a
master not only in the darkroom
but also with a computer. As for
darkrooms, they are a danger to

your health and to the envi-
ronment. Go to the " Second
Sunday Camera Show" or the
"Used Dept." at B&H. You
will see they can't give enlarg-
ersaway!

At club meetings | don't hear
any complaints if a Kodalith
processed image wins. But if
an image generated from a
computer wins you will here
grumbling and moans.
Whether that Kodalith was
made in a wet darkroom or in
adry darkroom (a.k.a. a com-
puter) the end result is the
same. Most of the language
used in Photoshop is derived
from the wet darkroom, un-
sharp masking, masking,
noise, dodging and burning.
We simply accept manipula-
tions that have been prevalent
for years and never stop to
consider them manipulations

| liketo say, | collect my ideas
with a camera and show them
on paper. Any one who knows
how to use film and all their
camera functions properly
can compete equally with a
Photoshop user. A Photoshop
user is no different than a wet
darkroom photographer.

In closing, a good image re-
gardless of its source, will win
any competition. Follow basic
rules of photography, read
your camera manuals over
and over again, get out of bed
early and catch the sweet
light, put the camera away
when the sun is high, keep
notes, have fun, learn and

change.

Jerry Fornarotto

From the Editor

In thisissue you can read
about three early rising souls
and their quest for that perfect
bird picture.

Jerry Fornarotto expresses his
opinion about photographic ma-
nipulation.

Tibor Vari tellsusabout his
trip to New Hampshireto cap-
ture thefall foliage. You could
argue about the timeliness of
thisarticle, it's either too late or
too early. Thiseditor takes any
article at any time from our
members. Just remember in Oc-
tober that you read it in April.

Therest of thisissueis scores
and totals, they get quite exten-
sivetoward the end of the sea-
son.

Did you catch the phrase “End
of the Season” ?

Y es only two more months.
That meansit’salmost time for
our annual dinner.

Why don’t you come and join
us?

Dieter

h, ) W

Happy Easter
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PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS

PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS

Print Competition March 10 2004
Judge: Simon Leventhal

Class B
Black and White
Honor able M entions
TEXIUIES ...t J. Levine
Lifting FOQ...ccveieeieeie e K. Licht
SPray 2785 ....ccveeeeeeeeeee e K. Licht
OUL Of SEIVICE....ovieieieeeee e F. Lopez
Composition of Shapes#1........cccccveevereennn. J. Levine
Awards
L [0 B R o J. Levine

Color by Maker

Honor able M entions
Warm Glow in Antelope Canton.................. F. Helfst
CONNECLIONS......ccccviecieeiieectee e K. Licht
Kachina Survival ..........ccccceevviviiiieniennnenienn K. Licht
Sentry BOX #2....cccvveceeiereeese e esie e F. Lopez
Awar ds
Sunrise at the Totem Poles..........cccoceevvnnenne F. Helfst
CYMBDAIS ...t K. Licht
Dogwood in BloOM........cccceeeeveeceenierieseenes F. Helfst
Handscape.........ccoeveveneneneceeeeeee e K. Licht
EXHNQUISNEN ..o K. Licht
Trade Prints
Honorable M entions
Quiet Harbor ..o, C. Chakarian
Grape Study ....ccvveeeveeeeseee e J. Mann
SChMELterling ......ccoveevereveninr e A. Gunther
Honey Cregper .....covvceeceve e D. O'Malley
Fog Bound CoVe.......cccoceeieveererceeie e C. Chakarian
Great Blue HEron #2 .........cooooveviienencn, D. O'Madley
Awards
Stony Creek inFall.......ccocoeevveevvicececeei D. O'Madlley

(][ == o T J. Mann

Class A
Black and White

Honor able Mentions

Tiger LilI€S. ..o D .O'Malley
Pelican ClOSE-UP......ccovevvvreevreeere e D. O'Malley
Waterford Water Lily ......cccooeveveicininene, P. O'Maley
Dragonfly in Black & White...........ccccccuee.e. D. O'Malley
Dock & Water Streets........cooevveeereeenieennne B. Bain

Gull ontheWind.........ccooovevinineicicccenes P. O'Maley

Awards
Three White TUlIPS.....ccovvveeviceece e, G. Garbeck
Glassin Black & White........cccoooovvvnrinennene J. Mann

Color by Maker

Honor able M entions
Tuscan Poppy Field .......ccooeveeceiieicceee, J. Schilling
Flamingo Portrait..........cccccecovveneiceciinneennnns P. O'Malley
AlEIT V. Kempf
Post Impressionist Blueberry Patch............... G. Garbeck
SHH Lifeu i C. Fox
SHAITCASE. ..ttt V. Kempf
Dry Stream Bed-Red Rock Canyon ............. R. Gheno
SUNSEt PalM ... R. Gheno
Awards
Monarch on Black Eyed Susan..................... D. O'Malley
[CE DAgUENS....cveiveeeeeteete et e e R. Gheno
StalKing EQret.....ccvevvveeevese e P. O'Malley
Hummingbird .........cccooeoiiiininiee e, D. O'Madley
TWO WOrTAS.....cooeiieieeeeee e G. Garbeck
Orchidand Bud .......cccccoevvveeveveerece e P. O'Malley
Swooping inforaMeal ... D. O'Madley
RaiNiNVenice......ccovvrineneneeeeeeeee G. Garbeck
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PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS PRINTS

Class B Prints March 2004

F. Alam 38
BLACK & WHITE BY MAKER L. Vlne'cour 36
K. Licht 88* M. Molino 22
B. Ullmann 82* J. Me_lnn 19
J. Levine 78* B. Winston 6
F. Lopez 50
J. Placer 23
R. Kiil 18 T
Color by Maker PRINTS - TRADE
E' Eii:ft gg: A. Chakarian  94*
B. U”mann 81* D OIMa”ey 90*
J ' Levine 79* A. Parseghian 85*
F. Lopez a1 A.Gunther  77*
E. VeFr)eb 29 M. Kelleher T77*
J. Placer 19 5 I\L/I?';iz i?
B. Winston 13 D Young 03
D. Pierson 8 L 1ulo 8
L. Lembo 14
1 C. Laplaca-Post12
Class A Prints March 2004 D Prareon g
E. Vereb 6
Black & White by Maker
D. O'Malley 91*
R. Gheno 88*
G. Garbeck 87*
P. O'Malley 86*
J. Schilling 58
B. Bain 38
F. Alam 37
C. Fox 24

D. Steinmeyer 17
J. Mann 9
M. Molino 8

J. Fornarotto 7

Color by Maker
Fodedododododododdedododododddedodod dddd]

P.O'Malley  96* o] _ _ g
C. Garbeck 917 g April Showersbring May Flowersg
V. Kempf 89*
g. (B);}?]a?lley 22 (efefefefofefefefofefefofefefefefefofofefofo]e] ]
C. Fox 59

J. Schilling 59
J. Fornarotto 46
D. Steinmeyer 46
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Fall Foliage
Kancamagus Highway, New Hampshire
By Tibor Vari

The weekend of October 10th — 12th, 2003 was near
the peak of fall foliage up in New Hampshire along
the Kancamagus Highway (Route 112 between Lin-
coln and Conway NH). It is about a 6 hour drive from
Ramsey,NJ to Lincoln, NH (which is just off Inter-
state 93 Exit 12). Once there, you are virtualy in the
center of the White Mountains National Forest.

Thefirst advice for fal foliage photography anywhere
in New England is to get your hotel reservations at
least 2-3 months in advance. | waited till the last week
and could get no closer than 60 miles away in Con-
cord NH (Comfort Inn, 603-226-4100). Of course,
making reservations in advance can be problematic as
the peak colors vary year by year. The following web-
sites offer tremendous information to help you plot
the peak colors.

New Hampshire:
www.newhampshire.com/pages/foliagereport.cfm
New York:
www.empire.state.ny.us/tourism/foliage/
Maine:

www.state.me.us/doc/foliage/

Vermont:

www. 1-800-vermont.com/seasons/report.asp
Fall Foliage Network:

foliagenetwork.com/

K ancamagus Scenic Byway:
www.photo.net/us/ne/foliage-kancamagus

Driving East from Lincoln towards Conway you have
the East Branch of the Pentgewasset River running
parallel to the road. You will want to stop at the vari-
ous pullouts and walk the short distance to the river to
photograph the fast moving river. Make sure you
stop at the Otter Rocks Rest Area and walk over to
the river. The rocks here jut out into the river allow-
ing you the use of a wide-angle lens for a sweeping
view of the river coming right at you.

At the top of the mountain you get to the Kancamagus
Pass pullout, which is a nice location for sunrise and
sweeping mountain vistas. At this point the road

heads downhill and a nice stop is Lily Pond on the left
(about 2.5 miles). Though | have never been lucky
enough to see any moose, | have been told by locals
and other photographers that Lily Pond is frequented
by moose in the early morning and early evening.

Continuing further downhill from Lily Pond, the Swift
River now runs parallel to the road. Once again, there
are frequent pullouts from which there are great scenes
to shoot. Pay particular attention to bends in the road
where you can get nice S curves when taking pictures
of theriver.

The Lower Fals
Picnic area is an-
other good spot to
stop and take pic-
tures. Here the
rocks form mini wa-
terfalls that can be
used as foreground
material with the
fall colors in the
background. An-
= other location worth
"™ stopping for is the
Albany Bridge,
which is a 120 foot
long Paddleford
truss bridge with
added arches con-
structed in  1858.
Best shooting location is to cross the bridge and bear
right to the parking lot.

Y ou may want to avoid going into Conway, as the traf-
fic can be quite heavy during the fall. It would be
worth turning around and going back on Route 112 W,
as the perspective will be different. On the way back to
Lincoln, a nice side trip is to go North on the Bear
Notch Road. There will be numerous pullouts with
very nice sweeping views of the rolling mountains.
Follow this route to Bartlett, which is an old railroad
station town. The buildings are pretty old and make for
some interesting subjects coupled with the peeling
paint. The deli just at the corner of Route 302 and Bear
Notch Road is excellent if hunger has kicked in. From
Bartlett head west along Route 302 and make sure to
stop and photograph Flume Cascade.
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On the way back to Lincoln, a nice side trip is to go
North on the Bear Notch Road. There will be numer-
ous pullouts with very nice sweeping views of the
rolling mountains. Follow this route to Bartlett, which

is an old railroad station town. The buildings are
pretty old and make for some interesting subjects
coupled with the peeling paint. The deli just at the
corner of Route 302 and Bear Notch Road is excel-
lent if hunger has kicked in. From Bartlett head west
along Route 302 and make sure to stop and photo-
graph Flume Cascade. This is a very thin ribbon of a
waterfall that has various levels. You can’'t miss this
as there is a large well paved pullout. A little further
is Crawford Notch and Saco Lake, which is a heavy
tourist location and popular hiking trail location (Mt.
Willard, Webster-Jackson, and Avalon trail heads).

Continue West to Twin Mountain and then head
southwest on
Route 3. This
route will ulti-
mately complete
the full circle and
bring you back to
Lincoln.  Along
B this route are sce-
® nic locations such
8 as the Old Man
Of the Mountain
(sadly it col-
S | apsed late 2003),

@l Franconia Notch,
Lonesome Lake
. Trail (a difficult
1000 foot vertical
hike), The Basin,
Sentinel Pine

Bridge, and Flume Gorge (must pay to get in but
worth the moderate hike). The amazing part of this
portion of the trip is how much it reminds me of the
soaring peaks of Glacier National Park.

Once in Lincoln, there are numerous dinner loca-
tions. Some recommendations are the Chowder
House, Pancake House, and Tavern At The Mill.

An excellent source map to have is the Delorme
New Hampshire Atlas. Along with all 50 states,
these guides can be found at Campmor or Ramsey
Outdoor. The maps have tremendous details such as
waterfalls, covered bridges, topographic/GPS mark-
ings, and other landmarks.

So plan ahead and take the trip up to Lincoln NH
and feast your eyes on some great fall photography.

Marie's pick of the month

Joan Becker
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SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES

ClassA March 2004 Nature Competition
March 17. 2004

Judge: Dennis Glennon
P A N TOTAL

V. Kempf 93 92 97  282* General
T.Vari 94 81 97 272*
J. Fornarotto 88 82 101 271* Honorable Mention
*
ﬁ gaMntalo: ey gg gg gg ggg* Natural Arch ...................................... R. Ghe_zno
R. Gheno 84 8 83 OB A% Wondrqus Light- Bryce Canyon........ T. Var
A.Parseghian 81 80 g7 248" Stream in AUtUMN ......ocovvveeceeieeeee B. Bader
A. Gunther 77 83 79 239*
D. OMalley 82 81 76 239* Awards
A. Simpson 78 77 84 239*
M. Kelleher 74 78 74 226* Survivor in harsh Environment.......... T. Vari
J. Becker 77 79 63 219 White Sands.........ccceveeeeeeeeccveee e, J. Becker
D. Steinmeyer 83 75 60 218 Last Light at Cathedral Spires............ T. Vari
R. Bader 73 75 68 216*
B. Bain 20 82 21 123 .
D. Phillip 9 27 3 102 @ Zoological
F. Alam 57 18 0 75
L. Vinecour 39 0 0 39
D. Friedman 19 0 19 38 Honorable Mention
A. Chqkarlan 36 0 0 36 Early Morning Skimming Gator........ A. Gunther
G. Levine 18 0 17 35 Pelican Head on........cccccccvveevveeecnneen. J. Fornarotto
T. Spector 18 0 17 35 Heron at Anhinga Trall.........c........... D. O'Maley
J. Cuomo 00 22 22 Silvery Wings......cccoeveevceeveeccneennn, P. O'Malley
Franklin' sGull..........coeooveeieeiiecnne S. Kantor
ClassB March 2004 Bugling EIK #2........ccvueneenerneneeeenne. V. Kempf
P A N TOTAL Awards
C.LaplacaPost 79 75 71 225*
M. Badaa 74 72 70 216* House Wren with Spider ................... J. Fornarotto
F. Lopez 58 71 52 181 Snow Goose Ballét.........cocceeveeeennenns S. Kantor
L. Lembo 55 53 36 144 The Graceful Pronghom.................... V. Kempf
J. Placer 50 18 54 131 Oyster Catcher with Worm................ J. Fornarotto
N. Marena 76 11 17 104 Burrowing Owl ........ccccceeevevevvcenee. A. Parseghian
P. Gordon 41 18 12 71 Get back with the rest of the Harem . V. Kempf
D. Young 39 39
E. Vereb 21 6 27
J. Schilling 22 22
R. Winston 21 21
L. Bold 18 18

L. lulo 15 15
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SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES
Assigned Subject Assigned Subject
Reflections Action
March 24. 2004 March 24. 2004
Judge: Simon Leventhal Judge: Simon Leventhal
Honorable Mention Honorable Mention
Cantaloupes Reflection...................... C. Laplaca-Post | Homestretch..........cccoceveveveeeereeivenennne. D. Steinmeyer
Fall Colors Reflection............ccceue.e. T. Vari Motor Cross Racer ..........cccevevrvenieenns S. Kantor
Reflections of Rockport #2................ R. Gheno Playful Dolphin .......ccccocoveiniineiennne D. Steinmeyer
Evening Reflection at Mystic............ S. Kantor Shooting the Rapids............cccceeueneee. T. Vari
Madonna Church Reflection.............. A. Gunther Little Girl shooting Basketball .......... B. Bader
Reflection in Building .........ccccceveuenee. J. Becker Surfing ACtion.......ccceeeeevereeiisnsienns A. Parseghian
Harborside Vision...........ccccoovveeeenens A. Parseghian Killer Whale........ccccooeviiininiiee A. Simpson
Canadian City Reflection................... A. Gunther INthe TurN#3....cocveeeeeeeeeee, V. Kempf
Venice Reflections............ccoceenenee. V. Kempf Launched DOry ........cccocveveeienencneenne. A. Gunther
Mt. MOran.......ccoeerereneeneeeeee, J. Becker Take That......ccoveereireicc L. Lembo
Reflection in the Window................... S. Kantor
Awards
Awards
Lamppost Reflection............cc.co........ V. Kempf Swooping infor aMed..................... D. O'Malley
ShoreLineat EchoLake .................. A. Simpgon Snowboarder ........cccoceveeeieiieceee pP.O Malley
Valentine Rose Reflection ... P. O'Malley Oystercatcher cleaning Worm........... J. Fornarotto
Reflection in Brass.........c..coooevuenene.. B. Bain Sandhill Crane Ballet......................... S. Kantor
Cominginfor aLanding................... M. Kelleher
Treacherous Waters...........ccooeeeeennenne D. Steinmeyer
Stunt Flyer.....coooeveeieceeee e S. Kantor
It'sgoingtobeclose.......ccccveeunnen. V. Kempf
Sledding SIbIiNGS........ccvvnirineeee, P. O'Malley
The Tri— Club Competition
Will be held at 8 pm,
Tuesday, April 20th
At Tri— County Camera Club in Nutley
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ANNUAL DINNER-SAVE THE DATE

Tickets on sale at Wednesday night meetings-April & May (or by phone to Eileen Eastham 201-933-4767)

When: May 26, 2004-(last Wed in May)
Place: Doubletree Hotel (same place as last year but new owner, was the Ramada)
180 Rte 17 S

Mahwah, NJ 07430
Tel 201-529-5880
Price: $25.00 (open to nonmember spouses and friends)

Details: 6:00-9:00 cash bar
6:00-7:00 fresh vegetable crudités, cheese crackers.

7:00 sit down dinner
choice of Veal Medallions//Broiled Salmon w/ Dill Sauce
Potato and mixed vegetables
Dessert: Ice Cream Parfait
Assorted soft drinks-pitchers on tables
Coffee, tea and decaf coffee

Program: Installation of officers
Awards to competition winners
“Best of Ridgewood” slide show by Chick Chakarian

Ridgewood Camera Club

19 Smithfield Rd
Waldwick. NJ, 07463



